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by exercise. For after all the fact remains, that in
a vast majority of instances the man of letters., the
thinker of the age, the poet and the scholar, are iden-
tical, and that all greatly require very good memories.
For a language at least three thousand words must be
learned, and all who search deeply into literature or
science should know three or four languages.

There are some very interesting facts connected
with the study of languages which go very far to
verify what I have said as to the possibility of culti-
vating memory, and with, it observation.    To talk a
language with aught like ease requires, as I have said,
a knowledge of about three thousand words    As many
of these come from the same roots, or are correlated,
we may say that twenty-five hundred, or even two
thousand, will barely suffice.    Now I have found by
inquiry and expenment that the average intellect can
acquire about thirty words of a strange tongue m a
day, and that it invariably diminishes the number to
twenty-five, and then to twenty.    This includes fixing
the words in the memory by exercises or conversation,
and constant reviewing.    I remember when I was in
Egypt that Prince HASSAN, son of the late Khedive,
said he began the study of English by learning fifty
words a day, but soon found himself obliged to reduce
the number to thirty.     Now at the rate of thirty
words a day any one can learn three thousand words
in one hundied days, and with them during the "same
time acquire considerable facility in using them.    For
such high pressure work as this I will suppose that
from three to six hours are taken daily.    But then I
also assume that the language shall be a very strange
one, such as colloquial Arabic, Hindustani, or Persian^